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Wouterich and another Marine involved in the Haditha
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defamation case against Murtha likely would dissolve if
Wauterich, who still faces criminal charges for his role
in the slayings, is found guilty of misconduct.

So far there have been no guilty verdicts related to the
Haditha slayings, and Wuterich’s is the only
unresolved case. Charges against three other Marines
initially accused of murdering Iragi men, women and
children have been thrown out.

There’s no end in sight to the court wrangling
surrounding Wuterich’s criminal case, however. No
date has been set for his criminal trial, which has been
delayed while prosecutors try to force CBS to hand over
portions of a “60 Minutes” interview with Wuterich
that were never televised.

Murtha made the “cold-blooded” comments in a 2006 press conference and in a subsequent interview with
CNN anchor Wolf Blitzer. He said he made the remarks to illustrate the intense pressure troops in Iraq face,
and to highlight efforts to cover up the Haditha slayings.

When Murtha made the remarks, the Marines were still conducting their investigation into the matter.

Murtha cited a Time magazine report when asked how he knew the killings were conducted in cold blood and
why he thought there was a cover-up. Murtha’s lawyers later claimed that Defense Department officials
briefed him and “deliberately provided him with inaccurate and false information,” according to a court filing.

Besides determining Murtha’s liability, the case could have far-reaching implications for what lawmakers can
and cannot say legally.

Wouterich’s attorneys argue Murtha’s comments on Haditha do not fall within the scope of Murtha’s
employment, so any immunity the law provides to lawmakers does not apply. To bolster that argument, they
say other lawmakers refrained from commenting about the matter and claimed it would be inappropriate for
them to do so.

Zaid told the three-judge panel Tuesday that the deposition would only require two to three hours of Murtha’s
time and would not impinge on his official duties as a congressman.

During Tuesday’s oral arguments, Judge Harry Edwards appeared skeptical of Zaid’s argument.

1]2 Next
>

Share this story

Digg g™ Delicious  J Newsvine =5 Reddit

http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/court-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html (2 of 3) [11/18/2008 10:17:22 PM]


http://thehill.com/a.b.-stoddard/
http://thehill.com/brent-budowsky/
http://thehill.com/ben-goddard/
http://thehill.com/david-hill/
http://thehill.com/david-keene/
http://thehill.com/josh-marshall/
http://thehill.com/mark-mellman/
http://thehill.com/jim-mills/
http://thehill.com/markos-moulitsas/
http://thehill.com/byron-york/
http://thehill.com/editorials/
http://thehill.com/letters/
http://thehill.com/op-eds/
http://thehill.com/weyants-world/
http://thehill.com/capital-living/
http://thehill.com/cover-stories/the-hills-50-most-beautiful-2008-2008-07-29.html
http://thehill.com/other-features.html
http://thehill.com/in-the-know/
http://thehill.com/bookshelf/
http://thehill.com/food-amp-drink.html
http://thehill.com/onward--upward/
http://thehill.com/hillscape/
http://thehill.com/classifieds.html
http://thehill.com/#
http://thehill.com/order-reprints/
http://thehill.com/last-six-issues.html
http://thehill.com/links/
http://thehill.com/rss.html

http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/court-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18_2.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/court-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18_2.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/court-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18_2.html
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&noui&jump=close&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&title=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&noui&jump=close&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&title=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&h=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&h=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&title=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthehill.com%2Fleading-the-news%2Fcourt-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html&title=TheHill.com-Court+hears+arguments+in+case+of+Marine+vs.+Murtha

TheHill.com - Court hears arguments in case of Marine vs. Murtha

Also On The Hill
A ‘yes’ on bailout doesn’t mean a

3 tl

no

Obama exerts his
power

At critical hour, BigeThree plead for $25 billion
rescue

Chair fight sparks fear on

seniority

Hawaii stands ready to become the Big Kahuna in
Washington

-
i THEATHE COMPANY

imla
CLICK HERE FOR A FREE TRIAL >> ciick tor mere

Home | Privacy Policy | Terms And Conditions
The Hill
1625 K Street, NW Suite 900
Washington, DC 20006
202-628-8500 tel | 202-628-8503 fax

The contents of this site are © 2008 Capitol Hill Publishing Corp., a subsidiary of News Communications, Inc.

http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/court-hears-arguments-in-case-of-marine-vs.-murtha-2008-11-18.html (3 of 3) [11/18/2008 10:17:22 PM]


http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/a-yes-on-bailout-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/a-yes-on-bailout-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/obama-exerts-his-power-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/obama-exerts-his-power-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/at-critical-hour-bigthree-plead-for-25-billion-rescue-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/at-critical-hour-bigthree-plead-for-25-billion-rescue-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/chair-fight-sparks-fear-on-seniority-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/chair-fight-sparks-fear-on-seniority-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/hawaii-stands-ready-to-become-the-big-kahuna-in-washington-2008-11-18.html
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/hawaii-stands-ready-to-become-the-big-kahuna-in-washington-2008-11-18.html
http://ad.thehill.com/adclick.php?bannerid=513&zoneid=34&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marquiswhoswho.com%2Fproducts%2Fontheweb_politics.asp
http://ad.thehill.com/adclick.php?bannerid=1289&zoneid=36&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shakespearetheatre.org%2FWillontheHill.html
http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15720&Itemid=137
http://thehill.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15721&Itemid=136

	thehill.com
	TheHill.com - Court hears arguments in case of Marine vs. Murtha


	DOLBPOPLFAHJJCPDKFNEBGDIMDKLDDIL: 
	form3: 
	f1: [- The Hill-]
	f2: [- Subscribe-]
	f3: [- Advertise-]
	f4: [- Letters-]

	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: thehill_com
	f3: xml_no_dtd
	f4: thehill_frontend
	f5: 
	f6: thehill_frontend
	f7: 
	f8: 

	f9: 

	form2: 
	f1: 




