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BABYLON & BEYOND

OBSERVATIONS FROM IRAQ, IRAN, ISRAEL, THE ARAB WORLD AND BEYOND

Cluick Links: Current affairs. Egypt. Iran. Irag. Israel. Marines in Irag. Religion.

« WEST BANK: Fireworks after the feast? | Main | BABYLOHN & BEYOND: One year
anniversany! »

IRAQ: Court-martial is told of bloody Fallouja battle

A pretrial hearing Wednesday at Camp Pendleton got a brief reminder of the bloody
nature af the Marines” battle with insurgents in Fallouja in Movember 2004.

Defense attorneys for Sgt. Ryan Weemer want to be able to call Sgt. Maj. Brad Kasal as a
character witness during the court-martial. Weemer is charged with murder for allegedly
killing a prisoner Mav. 9 in the first hours of the battle.

Kasal was not with Weemer that day, but the two were among the Marines three days later
who fought what has become known as the battle of Hell House.

Kasal was wounded by seven AK-47 rounds and 40 pieces of hot shrapnel and later was
awarded the Mavy Cross for saving the lives of Marines despite his grievaus injuries.
Weemerwas wounded three times and also lauded for bravery.

When he was asked to describe how vicious the fighting was, Kasal said the hattle in and
around the house went on for two hours. Finally the LS. called in an airstrike to reduce the
house to rubble.

Still, Kasal said, Marines spotted an insurgent sticking his arm out of the rubble, preparing
to hurl a grenade.

That was the type of enemy and the type of battle itwas,” Kasal said.

Although his time with Weemer was brief, Kasal is confident that he knows him, he said.
You can tell more about a man in five minutes in combat than you can during two yvears in
peacetime.”

Faoran account ofthe legal wrangling between prosecutors and defense attorneys at the
hearing, read this.

—Tony Perry at Camp Pendleton

Photo: Then-15t Sgt. Brad Kasal, center, being helped out of Hell House. Credit: Lucian M.
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Mideast Newsletter

Subscribe to World: Mideast, The Times' free daily
e-mail newsletter on the Middle East.

Complete coverage of lrag, Iran, Israel and the rest
of the Mideast from Times correspondents.

Recent Comments

* najiby on EGYPT: Sunni scholar Yusuf Qaradawi
reignites sectarian tensions

« Amir Mizroch an BABYLON & BEYOND: One year
anniversary!

« Julian on IRAGQ: Marine sergeant Killed in battle
awarded Navy Cross, not Medal of Honor

*abc on WEST BANK: Fireworks after the feast?
Jimmy WV on IRAN; If no sanctions and no war,
then what?

 mohammad allam on IRAN: If no sanctions and no
war, then what?

Archives

October 2008
September 2008
August 2008
July 2008

June 2008

May 2008

April 2008
March 2008
February 2008
January 2008
December 2007
Hovember 2007
October 2007

Categories

Afghanistan Al Qaeda Arab League Armenians
Art Baghdad Books and Literature Casualties

china Current Affairs Egypt eneray

Environment Europe Fashion and Design Food
and Drink Gaza Hamas Hezbollah Human rights

Iran Iraq Israel Jordan Kurds Kuwait
Labor Lebanon Libya Marines Marines in

Iraq Media Movies Music Muslim
Brotherhood MNorth Africa Muclear Technology
Palestinians Persian Gulf Qatar Religion
Russia Saudi Arabia South Asia Sports Syria
Technology The Hajj 2007 Travel Turkey United
HNations VWest Bank Women in the Middle East
Yemen



