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Let's set the record straight on the Haditha Marines bieuzup! of G B Management
THE NEWS TRIBUNE Cenzus NOW Recruting

We're running a story o A3 today thatrequires a bit of explanation and a note
ofthanks 1o 2 News Tribune reader.
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Several weeks ago, reader Art Massey wrote to tell us that while we had done a

tharough jok of tzlling readers that eight Marines were accused of crimes related to Tk e Transportation
o 'ght I GLICK.HERE ation
the deaths of 24 Iragis in Haditha in 2005, we had done a lousy job of telling readers da I Now hiring Class A drivers
thatthe Marines had since been acquitted f%weviv Permanent
req
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lwrote back telling Artthat as far as | could tell the matter wasn't over yet. One Specicls!
remaining Marine, Staff Sgt. Frank Wuterich, had not yet been tried. | told him we'd

run that story when it came
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Art persisted: “What about right now covering thase who have had their charges

dropped? Who will ever make these men whole again? You, and media like yours ntegrated
did & real hatchet job on therm at the time. When will you malke it right? Will you wait
until the court martial is over . maybe a year or more down the road. It just seems — R
that you are good attelling one side ofthe story . the side that fits your agenda! Over 10 acres of vehicles!
Enter Keywards
Atthat point, | asked one of our wire editors, Kathleen Cooper, to research what had A HARNISH AUTO FAMILY g
become afthe eight Marines and what had appeared in our paper careerhuilderzom

Coaoper's report found, aside from Wuterich

+Inthe cases of three Marines, charges were dropped, and we ran stories about it

+Inthe cases of two others, The Associated Press provided stories of charges
being dropped or a Marine being acquitted, but we didn't get those staries into our
paper

+Inthe cases of two other Marines, charges were dropped, and Cooper could find
na national media stories written about them at the time, although they have since
appeared in roundup stories of the case

It was easy for us to spotthe initial stories about the Haditha incident. The story
made our frant page on May 26, 2008, when a military investigation suggested the
Marines could face murder charges in the incident. From our archives, | found 38

undclassifiedsc

other news stories about Haditha that ran in our A section, most of them in 2008. PLACE IT. PREVIEW IT.
PAY FORIT.
Butwe were not as good at following the incremental stories of the military justice IT's THAT EASY.

system moving slowly forward to rule on each man. ONLINE.

The News Tribune has a military writer who covers local soldiers and military units,
butwe depend on our wire services for most of our coverage of the wars in Irag and
Afghanistan. Qurwire editors comb those services for stories, and our newspaper

gives them bigger play than many because of our community's heightened interest.
In the few hours they have each day to read the hundreds of stories available to us,
wire editors sometimes miss a stary.

After receiving Cooper's report, | sent a note to Mike Silverman, managing editor of
The Associated Press, asking if his organization could provide us an update on the
legal status of the Marines. Silverman turned to Elliot Spagat, The 4P's San Diego

correspondent who has followed the Haditha cases most closely.

Spagat's update appears on Page A3 foday.

Art Massey was rightto call us on our handling of this story. We should have done a
better job earlier to report the dispensation of each Haditha case. However, we were
pushing no agenda

Qur editors will watch for upcoming stories on the Haditha Marines, and The News
Tribune will report on their cases however they are resclved.

A CHANGE IN OUR LINEUP

Beginning Jan. 1, we will no lenger be running stories from The Mew York Times
wire service. Budget constraints forced us to give up one of the senvices we
suhbscribe to alongside The Associated Press and others.

We are confident that our other wire sernvices will continue to provide readers a well-
rounded news, sports and features report, butthe loss of The Mew York Times
columnists —which we are not allowed to purchase separately — will be a hitto our
opinion pages.

We've regularly run Thomas Friedman, David Brocks and Paul Krugman, and all
have big followings. Less often, we've run Micholas Kristof, William Kristol and
Maureen Dowd. They've got their fans, too.

Tofill the gap, you'll be seeing more of Lecnard Pitts, George Will, Eugene
Robinson and Joel Brinklev.



Brinkley is a former New York Times columnist who — like Friedman and Kristof —
focuses on foreign affairs. You'll also be seeing more of Trudy Rubin, a Philadelphia
Ingquirer columnist with exceptional expertise on the Middle East.

And we'll likely run more pieces by less familiar commentators — humorist Joel Stein
and Morton Kondracke, for example —we haven't had much room for in the past.

We'll regret the loss of The Mew York Times lineup, but it won't stop us from making
these pages as lively, thought-provoking and rich with ideas as we possibly can.

Karen Peterson: 253-597-8434

karen peterson@thenewstribune.com
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